
Announcing the 2025-2026 Muhammad Afzaal Hussain Memorial Scholarship awardees.  

Two University of New Mexico students are being recognized for their commitment to 

community service and student leadership.   

Bhumi Milan Thanki 

Bhumi is a graduate accounting student at the Anderson School of 

Management. She is an active campus leader with a goal of creating a 

welcoming and supportive environment at UNM. Her volunteer work has 

centered on building an inclusive community, as well as practical career 

pathways, particularly for international students navigating a new 

country and campus. Bhumi served as Delta Sigma, Vice President of 

Community Services (August 2022 – December 2022), Hindu Yuva, Public 

Relations Manager (November 2021 – January 2023) and Vice President 

(January 2023 – May 2023), and is currently a Student Success Leader at 

the Anderson School of Management (August 2022 – May 2025).   

“Across everything I do, my goal is consistent. I work to expand access, foster belonging, and 

turn potential into real opportunities for UNM students and for the broader Albuquerque 

community. I am grateful for the chance to serve and excited to keep building programs that 

welcome students, celebrate culture, and open doors.” 

Haasika Jagirapu   

Haasika is an undergraduate computer science student in her third year at the School of 

Engineering. She is a dedicated community volunteer who 

has contributed over 300 hours of services to Albuquerque 

organizations over the last few years. These include 

Presbyterian Hospital, Roadrunner Food Bank, the 

American Red Cross, school tutoring programs, and local 

community clean-ups. At UNM, she is involved in the Hindu 

Student Association.  

“My volunteering experiences have shaped how I see the 

world and the role I want to play in it, and they will continue to guide me as I continue my life. 

Volunteering and civic engagement are incredibly important, and I am honored to be chosen for 

the Fall 2025 Muhammad Afzaal Hussain Scholarship to represent it.” 

More about Muhammad Afzaal:  

To honor the legacy of UNM alumnus Muhammad Afzaal Hussain, this Memorial Scholarship 

was established with a lead gift by Sarah and Doug Brown, former Chair of the UNM Board of 

Regents and Dean Emeritus of the UNM Anderson School of Management, to commemorate Mr. 

Hussain’s dedication to community service. Mr. Hussain was tragically shot and killed in 

Albuquerque in August 2022. Originally from Pakistan, Muhammad Afzaal moved to New 



Mexico to pursue a graduate degree in Regional Planning at The University of New Mexico. 

While at UNM, he was active in the international student community and ran for president of 

the Graduate and Professional Student Association (GPSA); he won with an astounding 72% of 

the vote. During his term, he chaired the Student Fee Review Board and was committed to 

providing more transparency and equal allocation of funds. He would go on to serve as the 

Planning and Land Use Director for the City of Espan ola. 

This yearly scholarship is awarded to incoming or returning UNM international undergraduate 

and/or graduate students from the Middle East or South Asia, who show a record of student 

leadership and service. The scholarship is designed to help pay for books, supplies, room and 

board, transportation, or other miscellaneous expenses related to international students’ study 

costs at UNM. 

 

 

 


